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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTORS

Dear Camp Walt Whitman Families,

It's hard to believe how quickly the summer
slipped away. What an incredible season it
was, filled with laughter, friendships, and the
kind of magic that only happens at camp. As
directors, we never take for granted how special
it feels to watch campers grow more confident,
take on new challenges, and discover the joy
of being part of a caring community. From the
excitement of Olympics to the sound of songs
echoing through the Dining Hall, every day
reminded us why we love what we do.

We still think back to that final campfire,
voices rising together in song, the glow of the
flames lighting up tearful faces. It's always one
of the most emotional moments of the summer
when the reality of saying goodbye sets in. The
next morning, as the buses pulled out of the
gates onto Cape Moonshine Road, there was that
familiar mix of sadness and pride - sadness that
our time together had ended but pride in all that
our campers accomplished and the memories
we created as a community.

This Fall, we've been up to camp more than
usual, checking in on the progress of our new
dining hall (see the article inside). Each visit has
given us a chance to take in the beautiful foliage,
enjoy the crisp mountain air, and even brave a
few polar bear swims...the name certainly feels
more accurate in October than it does in July!
Camp is peaceful and stunning in the Fall, but
without the sounds of laughter and singing, it
just doesn't feel complete.

We're already looking ahead with excitement

-Camp in October.

to Summer 2026 and all the adventures that
await. We can’t wait to reconnect with our
campers and staff at our New York reunion on
December 7th (details inside) and hear about
everything they've been up to since leaving camp.

Until then, we hope you're enjoying a cozy,
colorful Fall and carrying a little bit of the CWW
spirit with you wherever you go. We miss you
and can't wait to be together again.

Warmly,

lef‘ “«_2d

Carolyn and Jed




NEW DINING HALL

A Fond Farewell and
a New Beginning:

THE NEXT CHAPTER FOR OUR DINING HALL

This Fall marks a historic moment

at Camp Walt Whitman as we begin
construction on a brand new dining
hall and kitchen, the largest project
we have ever undertaken. While we
are incredibly excited about what is to
come, the process of saying goodbye
to our old dining hall has brought with
it a deep sense of nostalgia.

Built in 1949, this iconic building has
stood proudly at the center of camp
for three quarters of a century. After
the original dining hall burned down
following the summer of 1948, the
new building quickly became the
heart of Camp Walt Whitman. Long
before there was Titus Hall, which was
later replaced by the Dorfman Center,
long before the Pavilion, Chick Hall,
CK, or the array of athletic and art
facilities our campers now love, there
was this simple yet beautiful building
overlooking the front lawn and the
lake.

In its earliest years, the dining hall was
home to camp plays and gatherings

The old dining hall on the last
week of camp this summer.

on cool evenings when the whole
community would circle around its
working fireplace (yes! it really was
used through the 1990s, singing the
same songs we still sing today). Over
the decades, thousands of campers
have walked through its doors, eager
to share meals, stories, and laughter as
one camp family.

But with time, even the most beloved
places begin to show their age. The
dining hall's best days were behind

it and it became clear that to serve

our campers for generations to come,
we needed to build something new,
something that honors the spirit of the
original while meeting the needs of a
modern camp community.

Our new dining hall will stand in

the same central location, roughly
the same footprint but with exciting
improvements, including a 3,000
square foot basement for expanded
kitchen storage, walk-in freezers, and
refrigerators. A large outdoor deck
will offer beautiful seating overlooking

the lake, while improved insulation
and ventilation will keep the building
comfortable on the warmest days. And
perhaps most exciting of all, the new
kitchen will give our culinary team the
space, tools, and modern equipment
to take the dining experience at CWW
to an entirely new level...preparing
meals more efficiently, serving food at
its freshest, and introducing creative
new menus for our campers and staff.

Yes, the new building will smell
different and the tables might not
have the familiar etchings carved

by generations of campers but the
spirit of togetherness that has always
filled this space will live on. We will
always cherish the memories made
in the old dining hall, even as we look
forward with excitement to all the new
memories that will be created in the
one rising in its place.

The center of our camp community
remains exactly where it has always
been, right here, at the heart of Camp
Walt Whitman.




A Tradition of Giving:

CWW AND PROJECT MORRY

For many years, Camp Walt
Whitman has been a proud and
steadfast supporter of Project
Morry, a year-round organization
dedicated to empowering youth
from underserved communities
through the transformative power
of camp. In partnership with our
camp families, CWW continues

to extend the joy and growth

of summer camp to deserving
children who might not otherwise
have the opportunity.

Each summer, our 5K Fun

Run and Play-A-Thon, bring
campers and staff together in

an unforgettable celebration

of purpose and play. From silly
string attacks and water gun
battles, the day captures the heart
of what makes CWW special.
Campers race through bursts of
color during the ever-popular
Color Attack, all while fundraising

alongside their counselors to
support Project Morry's mission.
The event culminates with a
triumphant sprint into Lake
Armington, a symbolic finish to a
day filled with energy, laughter,
and heart.

For more than two decades, the
CWW community has proudly
raised funds for this incredible
cause. Each $7,500 contributed
to Project Morry supports a

child for a full year—offering
them leadership development,
mentoring and the life-changing
experience of summer camp.

As we look ahead to 2026, we
invite our families to continue
this tradition of giving. Together,
we can help even more children
discover the same magic,
confidence, and community that
make CWW so special.
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FAMILY CAMP

Family Camp is BACK!

Dive into the Fun at CWW'’s Ultimate for families to laugh, play, and make
Family Adventure! After a year away, memories together in the place we all
Family Camp is back—and we couldn'’t love most.
be more excited to welcome families
back to the shores of Lake Armington for At the heart of this incredible week
one of our favorite CWW traditions! This is Dan Rosen, our Program Director,
five-day summer escape kicks off right Associate Director, and proud CWW
after the main camp season ends and alumnus, who—along with an amazing
offers the perfect blend of relaxation, team of staff—creates a week packed
adventure, and CWW magic. It's more with fun, connection, and that
than just a vacation—it's a chance unmistakable CWW spirit.
=
~

You Are Invited!

There's still time to join us for this unforgettable week of
adventure, connection, and joy. For more information or to
enroll, call us at 1-800-657-8282 or email jed@campwalt.com.

Dates: Wednesday, August 12 — Sunday, August 16, 2026

Accommodations: Each family stays in their own cabin or may
choose to share with friends. Our cabins are spacious, clean, and
each has its own bathroom with hot water and a shower inside.
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Activities for Everyone

Whether you're diving into the lake, joining a
friendly game on the fields, taking on the challenge
of the ropes course, or perfecting your serve on the
tennis courts, there's something for every member
of the family to enjoy. From sunrise hikes to sunset
swims, it's all about enjoying camp your way.

CWW Traditions Return

Get ready for the timeless traditions that make
Family Camp unforgettable! Dance the night away
with Rob Sherry at our lively square dance, gather
around the campfire for songs, skits, and s'mores,
explore scenic trails, and bring your competitive
spirit to our much-loved Mini-Olympics. Every day
is filled with laughter, energy, and moments that
remind us why this place feels like home.

Relax, Recharge and Reconnect

Of course, Family Camp is also about slowing down.
Enjoy the peaceful beauty of our lakeside campus,
reconnect with loved ones, and savor the simple joys
of being together—away from screens, schedules,
and distractions.

Family Camp Rates

Adults

Children ages 4 -17 $500
Children 3 and younger m



https://www.campwalt.com/family-camp/
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mailto:jed%40campwalt.com?subject=Family%20Camp%20enrollment

STAFF FEATURE: ROB SHERRY

Rob Sherry’s Amazing Adventure

Rob Sherry has been a staple of
Camp Walt Whitman for over 50
years, but don't let that fool you.
While his summer schedule may
be booked out, he still finds time to
wander about the world in search
of new adventures. |n fact, heis
currently on sabbatical with his kids
Ella and Dylan, who also happen

to have spent every summer of
their lives (18 to be exact) at CWW.
They are spending the “off season”
making their way around Asia and
Oceania but that didn’t stop them
from chatting for a bit about their
trip.

Where have you visited thus far,
and where do you plan to head
from here?

So far we've seen:

- Mongolia: Nomadic Reindeer
Herders called Tsaatan and the
Gobi Desert

. China: Mt Emei, Greater Tibetan
mountains

- Laos: Gibbon Experience, Villages
of Nong Khiaw and Muang Song,
temples of Luang Prabang, river
caves of Kong Lor and Xe Banf Fai

China

The summit of Mt Emei in

Next up... if all goes as planned...

- Cambodia: Angkor Wat, Phnom
Penh

- Vietnam: Ho Chi Minh City, Hanoi

- Taiwan: Taipei, hiking

- New Zealand: two hikes on South
Island, some Lord of the Ring
movie sights on North Island

- Australia: Tasmania, Sydney, Great
Barrier Reef

- Indonesia: Bali, West Papua

- Malaysia: Provinces of Borneo

Other than the obvious age
difference, what is something
that is uniquely different this go-
round on your world travels with
the kids?

This time Dylan and Ella have more
say in what we are doing. They

are more capable of doing some
physically difficult things, like some
of the hikes and the zip lining in
the Gibbon Experience. They also
understand more of the cultural
differences in the places we are
visiting and the history as well.

For example, in Laos there are lots
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of bomb craters that the U.S. made
during what we call the Undeclared
War, when we bombed Laos during
the Vietnam War.

What is something that Ella and
Dylan have learned about you
during this adventure?

They saw me learn how to ride a
motorcycle in Laos. They learned
that | could read Cyrillic. (Mongolia
uses the Cyrillic alphabet to write
their language. | studied Russian in
college so | can read Cyrillic.) And
they also learned that | am good at
washing clothes by hand in small
sinks.

Sabbaticals are about furthering
your education, so what is
something you’ve learned about
yourself on this journey so far?
This isn't new, but | have
rediscovered my love for adventure
and new experiences. Of course,

I love hiking and outdoor
experiences, but | also enjoy

figuring things out.
g g g Rob Sherrys

continde? >,



STAFF FEATURE

: ROB SHERRY

We don't use travel agents and
mostly do not take organized
tours. We figure out ourselves
how to get places using public
transportation, find places to
sleep, and find adventures to
experience.

Sometimes, things do not go
according to plan and you need
to improvise. For example, when
the ATM in Hohhot, China, ate
my card, | had to figure out (with
local help) how to get my card
back. | enjoy this puzzle solving.

| also love having my life in one
backpack, not having to have
lots of things. There is a lot in the
world to entertain us.

What is something about the
trip that has made you think
about CWW?

Lots of things related to camping
and hiking. We hiked Mt. Emei
and the Ya Ding Valley in China,
hiked and zip lined in the jungle
of Laos and lived in tree houses.
Like in camp, we often have to be
flexible. For example, a seven-

Cozy accommodatjons
on the train to China.

overlooking Lake Khuvsgal in Mongolia.

“I love having my life
in one backpack, not
having to have lots
of things. There is a
lot in the world to
entertain us.”

—ROB SHERRY

hour bus trip took twelve hours
because of a landslide and how
bad the roads are. Most of the
pavement was gone. So, it took
twelve hours to go only 160 miles.
Also, some of our guesthouses
are great, and others not so good,
but we made the best out of
each situation. And we have lots
of fun. Some of that is because
we are doing a lot of cool things.

Scan the QR code or visit
sherrysonsabbatical.
wordpress.com to follow
along with the Sherrys on
their amazing adventure.

Dylan and Rob on the summit
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SAVE THE DATE

We hope to see many
of you at our Winter
Reunion in NY. Keep
an eye out for further
details and RSVP!

SUNDAY
December 7

=
X

CWW Winter Reunion
2:30 -4 p.m.
School of the Holy Child
Rye, New York



http://www.sherrysonsabbatical.wordpress.com
http://www.sherrysonsabbatical.wordpress.com
http://www.sherrysonsabbatical.wordpress.com

CWW AROUND THE WORLD
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CWW: Across the Country
and Around the World

Camp Walt Whitman prides itself on
bringing together an amazing mix of people
from around the world to the shores of Lake
Armington to create our summer magic.
Last summer staff traveled from Europe,
South America, the Caribbean, New Zealand,
and Australia, joining others from over 38
states across the U.S. They brought their
own stories, lots of laughter, and a plethora
of skills and experiences to our amazing
summer home.

The blend of voices—each with its own
rhythm and accent—creates a kind of song
that rises above the happy buzz of the
dining hall and that sings out as one walks
throughout camp. Our campers come from

far and wide as well, and there's a special
feeling when we all gather around the
opening campfire and each of our unique
voices blend together as we sing Purple
Lilacs for the first time each summer.

It's the kind of commmunity that can only be
built when the world comes together in one
place—with curiosity, kindness, and a shared
sense of fun. At Camp Walt Whitman, that
mix of people and spirit turns every summer
into something magical. It's proof that no
matter where you start from, once you're
here, you're part of something bigger—one
big, joyful, and totally unforgettable family.

Until next summer...
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